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hree years ago, Melody and Buddy Green purchased a gorgeous, two-story
house on the Lyninhaven River in Virginia Beach because they wa
on the warer Bur the Greens soon discoverad that whenever a noc'easter stommed
wwn, the liquid charms of Mother Nature became a =d oo dose for combort
Dnring the firse big storm “we literally had warer blowing right through the
“You could stand there and see this rusty water running
down the inside of the :i::-m' ® At dmes, there even was water dripping out of
ceiling .Ir.-".T foerures. As a result, the Greens’ house had suffered constderable wa-
rer garmage In the dozen wears or 50 it had been standing,

The couple wanted more than a guick Bx to sobve the problem. Avid entertain
ers, they also were interested ren*"c'.-*ju"n the first Boor of therr home to include
a bar area in the back, the part of their house most susceptible to leakage. "We
hgured we could mke care of two problems by taking off the bay window area,
| had a lot of problems from nor'casters '

and hurricanes,”
explains Melody, who began looking for a contractor o handle the remodeling
project
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In the spnng of 1999, the Greens hooked up with Jerry Edmonds and Lana

C'Meara, the husband-and-wife weam who own and operate Chesapeake-based
s of Disdneton L, (Melody had been impressed with the couple's entry

in the 1998 Hex ITEATATIA,

desagns
a showcase of new homes sponsared oy Tidewater Build-
1 O'Meara and Edmaonds sat down with the Creens, and together
they drew up a plan that solved the water problem while playing up the nverfront
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nE have 3 basic idea of whar they want, but 'PE}' aleo want
onds, “The G in’

The Greens wanted to have a bar area bus didn
know how o doat and they W......EC e kitche
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suggested was 1o add more space.”
After a litde fine-turung, the final plan called For converting
reakfast

"bAost o our clien

lal

some help,” says Edm

,-
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£T1 area more

a wo-tny down
nook off the kitchen into a spacious enteranment area complete

with a curving granite bar Upstairs. the plan would gansform an unused balcony
off the master bedroom into a sittng
ireplace. Bo

s--..:-

- area feaninng majpesnc columns and a gas
n.-."l. IDOMS WEIC ﬂL‘:lE']']"ﬂ o] L-;D'\-’LC‘.E t..l'ﬂ."!”]-:"l.]u VIEWSE l.')." 'Cﬂf river and
raccess to an in-ground pool and deck area out back. The final goal was o

(See MOTHER NATURE on page 26)

hemodrelng Maparne

.
fogr ey

1 ‘ | h | PR
askerd with the joe of :Atl.':r.' d BICE frome AR mae

seectacular, ferry Edmonds and Lang O Mearg of Diesigns

Thsyimetion {td. converted umused space and enlarged oo

smeatll rooms 0 create more accommodaiing Iving areas The
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upstairs angd Nireing a
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was complaie, the préviously adequate bedroom had besn
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overfoceme 1he rver. To make LIRS gVeR COZNET, A Jds

fireplace had been installed
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feomtined from page 15)
properly install high-quality windows and doors 1o keep Mather Nature and all her stmibuces
outside where they belong.

To accomplish chis, the downstairs bay window and angled walls were removed, and the
living space was bumped out and squared off, with the kitchen opening w the great room
through a columned entryway. “The k‘{clu_‘n area also was made much brighter * says Edmonds
"because we added so much glass,” including two sews of double doors and a pair of Rl
length windows,

The new bar area also was designed with columns, as well as a mirrcred back o further open up
the space. A sink and under-the-counter refngerator were added to keep the area self-conmned

Upstairs, two walls thac Framed part of an ocuide deck were remaved and the lving area
was extended, a pair of columns was added, and new windows were 1nswalled on eith
af a gas-burning fireplace “to create a nice sitdng area thae offers 2
river,” says O'Mearma.

“The remodeling has made our home a lot more relaxing and it makes entermimng a o
easier,” says Green. It also has opened up views from a number of rooms that previously were
abstructed by walls. “Mow [ can stand at my kitchen sink and look nghrin the great room.”’

And, adds Edmonds, from that very same spot in the kitchen, the Greens now have a
bird's-eve view of the Lynnhaven Frver through the expanse of glass in thelr great room.

The praject received a smmp of approval fom the TBA R-*rnudulf_"s Councl this past
bay, caming Designs of Distitction a REX Grand Award in the categary for addinons castng
bevwcen $50,000 and $99 000, "The comment the judges made was that we gave
funcoonal space,” says Edmonds.
perfectly with the existing home."
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three-sided wview al the

the Creens
*mnd what pleased us is che fact that the addigan blends

HLZESS O u.-:..i‘lc’ 1o he

[ iienp. a5y

baceyard and Fepond. Nor 1o mennon, this was the
reai 2f the home

il suffeced the most from waier
leakage The remadel {pi

tered alove] mol ol

corrected the water leakage proflem, it creaied a
Large room —- complese with a curved gravie bar -
that was especally designed for snmmer emiertain-
g The bar provides extra seating and & equipped

iR o sk and an r-leE-counier refrigeralor,
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- Although the preject added only 300 square feet o the house, the
B work itself was extremely complex, note Edmonds and O Mear "-‘erl'.
any residental job, the mosr challenging part is downg the demoliticn and
gethng the new job framed in," says Edmonds. "I you're going o have prob-
lerns, that's when they ocour” Indeed, i removing the WLJJ;. of the Cireen
house, the aew did fnd some additonal damage that reguured zepairs.

But there were other aspects of the job that made ica very challenging
project, Edmonds continues. “The logisocs of gering materal inand rash

out were difficult becausze we were on a limized site,” he says. “Every
board had o be hand-carried from the front w the back down a narraw
Erass pathway "

Even maore difficult, adds O'Meara, was "trying to allow the Greens o
have as normal a bfe as we could during the renovaton proces:.

Ta accomplish this, says Edmonds, the remedelers worked in stages

af “demolish, Fame; demolish, Fame” o keep a3 litde area open o the
elements as possible ar any one dme. That proved essennal fora p
that swetched into the heart of summer, the season when major scorms madinonally come
calling on coastal areas. "Durng the dme we were opening up the endre back wall and lam-
ing it in, we had two nor'easters back-w-bark, sowe had o bunon up and po away
for the weather o imprave.”

But even thar problem paled in comparison w gemang the existing hardwood cak Buors
refinished with the proper pickled-oak smun. “The first product we put down didn't mke,”
says O'Meara. The second arempr also was unsuccessful. “We Anally had o ger the manu-
facturer involved. This was something that just couldn't be foreseen ”

The memory of that floor mauma sall lingers for Melody Green. *Our foars were sanded
down three times before they were able to get the hirush to come out right” she says, "W
went through the whole month of Juby when we had to be out of the house every weekend’
while crews worked 12-hour days w fix the prablem. “Tt took three applicaticns, &
fine with it now.”

And Creen has nothing but compliments far Edmonds and C

ang wa.r

UL were

L' Meara who, she says, per-
sisted unal the floors and everything else abaut the project were the way she wanred them. *
was pleased by their immecdhate response 10 phone calls and complains,” she says “And we
weere very pleased with the qualiny of the work. They made every effort 1o make the orojectas
stress-free as possible.” g}



